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in his pocket after he fell asleep by the roadside. But
that, if you will forgive my saying so, it going beyond
the bounds of possibility. It means that somebody hap-
pened to come along with those two pieces of paper,
and found Alcott already unconscious. And then, in-
stead of doing anything to help him, that somebody just
uses him as a waste-paper basket, and goes on his wa>
like the Levite. No, sorry, Priestley, but that's in-
credible."
" Not so incredible if that person had beer) deliber-
ately following Alcott/* said Dr. Priestley mildly,
" However, we need not consider that for the moment.
The documents were found in Alcott's pocket. What
was the result?"
'* Why, the local police tried to get in touch with
Alcott's father, but he was dead. Failing him, they
rang up Faversham. Oh, I see what you mean. The
documents led to Alcott's immediate identification, If
it hadn't been for them, the police wouldn't have known
who the dead man was. Is that the right answer?"
" It appears to me to be perfectly correct. But what
motive could any person have for desiring that the iden-
tification should be immediate?"
" There you've got me, Priestley/' replied Oldland,
helping himself to another whisky. " The only pos-
sible reason that I can think of for shoving documents
in a dead man's pocket would be to secure a false identi-
fication. To try to prove that the body was Alcott'=3
when it wasn't. But in this case, that won't wash. The
police sent for Faversham, who, as he told us the other
night, recognised the man at once."
*' I can imagine another case where positive identifi-
cation would be desirable," said Dr. Priestley. M An
heir cannot inherit until the death of the testator is
established."
*' But  that won't  wash,   either/*  Oldland  replied